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Since 2001, with the rapid development of a China-ASEAN Free Trade 
Area, the relations between China and ASEAN have been improved greatly. 
Japan made a quick response to this situation, and then speeded up to be closer 
with ASEAN in political, economic and security cooperation. More and more 
media are arguing that China and Japan are intensely competing for leadership 
of East Asian regional cooperation. Although ASEAN can’t take domination in 
the region, implement equilibrium strategy among big countries to try to greatly 
benefit themselves. What’s the influence of the competition between China and 
ASEAN on East Asian regional economic cooperation ? This issue has drawn 
great attention from the world. Some scholars hold the competition between 
China and Japan is harmful to East Asian regional economic cooperation. Others 
argued the competition between China and Japan, especially both of the two 
major countries in East Asia establishing a Free Trade Area with ASEAN 
respectively, is conducive to East Asian regional economic cooperation. 
Based on the comparative studies between China-ASEAN and 
Japan-ASEAN on the trade, investment ( since 1990) and Free Trade Area, the 
paper concludes that the competition between China and Japan in Southeast Asia 
and the development of a China- ASEAN Free Trade Area and a Japan-ASEAN 
Free Trade Area at the same time will enable ASEAN to play a key role as 
intermediate coordinator to improve the relations between China and Japan, and 
then propel China and Japan to be core countries playing a joint leading role in 













China-ASEAN Free Trade Area and a Japan-ASEAN Free Trade Area will 
improve the relations between China and Japan through the hub position of 
ASEAN as a intermediate coordinator, and then propel East Asian regional 
economic cooperation. 
To study East Asian regional economic cooperation and compare the 
economic relations of China and ASEAN to that of Japan and ASEAN are 
important for China to maintain sustained stable development economically in 
East Asia. To ensure the long-term objective of economic development, China 
makes efforts to secure sustained stability in the neighbor countries of East Asia 
through the regional economic cooperation which is also the hub of China’s link 
with world economy. In addition, China can gain more opportunities with the 
improvement of international status through the regional integration.  
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- 2 - 
战后以来，东南亚一直是日本苦心经营的地区。1967 年东盟成立后，
双方在经济互补的基础上，建立了比较密切的经贸关系。多年来，日本一
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第一章  东亚经济合作的理论探讨 




个区域集体建立了合作框架。虽然东亚经济合作于 20 世纪 60 年代起步，
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